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Escape & Rescue Windows in Residential Occupancies

The following requirements apply to escape and rescue windows in basements and sleeping rooms of
dwelling units that allow occupants to escape and rescue personnel to enter.

The International Residential Code states that, “Basements and every sleeping room shall have at
least one operable emergency escape and rescue opening. Such opening shall open directly into a
public street, alley, yard or court.” This “escape and rescue opening” can be a window or door, but it
must meet certain criteria:

Escape or rescue windows shall have a minimum net clear openable area of 5.7 square feet
(0.530 m2). An exception allows grade floor openings to be 5.0 square feet.

The minimum net clear opening height dimension shall be 24 inches (610 mm).
The minimum net clear opening width dimension shall be 20 inches (508 mm).

When windows are provided as a means of escape or rescue, they shall have a finished sill
height not more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor. See graphic.

Escape and rescue windows with a finished sill height below the adjacent ground elevation shall have
a window well. Window wells at escape and rescue windows shall comply with the following:

The clear area dimensions of the window well shall allow the window to be fully opened and
provide a minimum accessible net clear horizontal area of 9 square feet (0.84m), with a
minimum horizontal projection and width of 36 inches (914 mm) when the window is in the
open position.

Window wells with a vertical depth of more than 44 inches (1118mm) shall be equipped with
an approved permanently affixed ladder or stairs that are accessible with the window in the
fully open position. The ladder or stairs shall not encroach into the required dimensions of the
window well by more than 6 inches (1.52 mm).

Bars, grilles, grates or similar devices may be installed on emergency escape and rescue windows,
doors or window wells serving these openings, provided:
They are operational or removable from the inside without tools, or keys and with no greater
force than required for the operation of the window or door and still maintain the minimum
clear opening requirements.

Emergency escape windows are now allowed to be installed under a deck or porch provided the
window can be fully opened and there is a 36 inch high path under the structure to a yard or court.

City of Lenexa / 17101 W. 87t St. Pkwy. / Lenexa, Kansas 66219
913.477.7725 City Hall / Fax 913.477.7730
www.lenexa.com



Lenexagi

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings
International Residential Code

The City of Lenexa has adopted this section of the International Residential Code, with the following
language:

Emergency escape and rescue required. Basements and every sleeping room shall have at
least one openable emergency escape and rescue opening. Where basements contain one or more
sleeping rooms, emergency egress and rescue openings shall be required in each sleeping room, but shall
not be required in adjoining areas of the basement. Where openings are provided as a means of escape
and rescue, they shall have a sill height of not more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor. Where a
door opening having a threshold below the adjacent ground elevation serves as an emergency escape and
rescue opening and is provided with a bulkhead enclosure, the bulkhead enclosure shall comply with
applicable requirements. The net clear opening dimensions required by this section shall be obtained by
the normal operation of the emergency escape and rescue opening from the inside. Escape and rescue
openings with a finished sill height below the adjacent ground elevation shall be provided with a window
well in accordance with applicable requirements.

Minimum opening area. All emergency escape and rescue openings shall have a minimum net
clear opening of 5.7 square feet, or 5.0 square feet for windows at grade level.

Minimum opening height. The minimum net clear opening height shall be 24 inches.
Minimum opening width. The minimum net clear opening width shall be 20 inches.

Operational constraints. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall be operational from the
inside of the room without the use of keys or tools.

City of Lenexa / 17101 W. 87t St. Pkwy. / Lenexa, Kansas 66219
913.477.7725 City Hall / Fax 913.477.7730
www.lenexa.com



L

-

A N

XA full

/

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

When it comes to egress, not all windows are created equal. The figure below shows how any style
window can meet egress requirements if the right rough opening is met.
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