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RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 
Revised September 2020 

 
Dwelling unit physical security requirements went into effect on June 1, 2004.  Permit applications submitted 
on or after that date are required to comply with the security ordinance.   The requirements apply to single 
and multi-family dwelling units.   
 
DOORS – (see supplemental diagrams attached) 
 
Exterior doors are required to have security features to minimize the ability for intruders to break into the 
dwelling through the door.  The main or front entry door shall be arranged to provide full visibility outside of 
the door by means of a view or sidelights.  Exterior doors include the door from the garage to the dwelling 
and exterior swinging doors between the garage and the exterior.  Garage overhead doors are excluded 
from the requirements.   
 
Jamb reinforcement can be added by the fabricator to reinforce the door prior to delivery to the job site.  
Jamb reinforcement is required on doors with sidelights.  A metal jamb plate can also be added on the latch 
side in lieu of solid jamb blocking.  Fabricators also have retrofit applications.   
 
After the door is installed solid blocking is required at hinges and latches and horizontal blocking is required 
at the lock height in adjacent stud spaces.  Longer hinge and striker plate screws are also required.   
 
LOCKS AND LATCHES 
 
Single Cylinder Deadbolt shall have a minimum projection of one inch (1").  The deadbolt shall penetrate 
at least three-fourths inch (3/4") into the strike receiving the projected bolt.  The cylinder shall have a twist-
resistant, tapered hardened steel cylinder guard.  The cylinder shall have a minimum of five (5) pin tumblers, 
shall be connected to the inner portion of the lock by solid metal connecting screws at least one-fourth inch 
(1/4") in diameter and two and one-fourth inches (2-1/4") in length.  Bolt assembly (bolt housing) unit shall 
be of single piece construction.   
  
Exterior door strike plates shall be a minimum of 18 gauge metal with four offset screw holes.  Strike plates 
shall be attached to wood with not less than three inch (3") screws, which shall have a minimum of one inch 
(1") penetration into the nearest stud.  Note:  For side lighted units, refer to Section R324.8.6. 
 
All exterior doors shall have escutcheon plates or wrap-around door channels installed around the lock 
protecting the door's edge. 
 
ADDRESSES – One- and Two-family dwellings and townhouses 
 
House addressed townhouses shall comply with the following: 

 Numbers shall be posted on the dwelling.  Numbers shall be posted over the garage door when 
the doors are on the front of the dwelling.  Alternate locations may be approved by the fire 
department.   

 Visible from the street. 

 Numbers shall be a minimum 3 inches high. 

 Number colors shall contrast with the background. 

 Numbers shall be capable of being illuminated during hours of darkness. 
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INSPECTION 
 
All door and framing physical security provisions shall be in place for the rough-in inspection.  The door 
between the garage and house may be inspected during the final inspection. 
 
RESIDENTIAL SECURITY REQUIREMENTS ADOPTED WITH THE  
 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE 
 
 PHYSICAL SECURITY 
 
 Purpose.  The purpose of this Section is to establish minimum standards that incorporate physical 
security to make dwelling units resistant to unlawful entry. 
 
 Scope.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to all new structures. 
 
 Doors.  Except for vehicular access doors, all exterior swinging doors of residential buildings and 
attached garages, including doors leading from the garage area into the dwelling unit, shall comply with 
Sections R324.2.1 through R324.2.5 for the type of door installed. 
 
 Wood doors.  Where installed, exterior wood doors shall be of solid core construction such as high-
density particleboard, solid wood, or wood block core with a minimum thickness of one and three-fourths 
inches (1 3/4") at any point.  Doors with panel inserts shall be solid wood.  The panels shall be a minimum 
of one inch (1") thick.  The tapered portion of the panel that inserts into the groove of the door shall be a 
minimum of one-quarter inch (1/4") thick.  The groove shall be a dado groove or applied molding 
construction.  The groove shall be a minimum of one-half inch (1/2") in depth. 
 
 Steel doors.  Where installed, exterior steel doors shall be a minimum thickness of 24 gauge. 
 
 Fiberglass doors.  Fiberglass doors shall have a minimum skin thickness of one-sixteenth inch (1/16") 
and have reinforcement material at the location of the deadbolt. 
 
 Double doors.  Where installed, exterior sliding doors shall comply with all of the following 
requirements: 
 
  A. Sliding door assemblies shall be installed to prevent the removal of the panels and the glazing 
from the exterior with the installation of shims or screws in the upper track. 
 
  B. All sliding glass doors shall be equipped with a secondary locking device consisting of a metal 
pin or a surface mounted bolt assembly.  Metal pins shall be installed at the intersection of the inner and 
outer panels of the inside door and shall not penetrate the frame’s exterior surface.  The surface mounted 
bolt assembly shall be installed at the base of the door. 
 
 Door frames.  The exterior door frames shall be installed prior to a rough-in inspection.  Door frames 
shall comply with Sections R324.3.1 through R324.3.3 for the type of assembly installed. 
 
       Wood frames.  Wood door frames shall comply with all of the following requirements: 
 
  A. All exterior door frames shall be set in frame openings constructed of double studding or 
equivalent construction, including garage doors, but excluding overhead doors.  Door frames, including 
those with sidelights shall be reinforced in accordance with ASTM F476-84 Grade 40. 
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  B. In wood framing, horizontal blocking shall be placed between studs at the door lock height for 
three (3) stud spaces or equivalent bracing on each side of the door opening. 
 
 Steel frames.  All exterior door frames shall be constructed of 18 gauge or heavier steel, and reinforced 
at the hinges and strikes.  All steel frames shall be anchored to the wall in accordance with manufacturer 
specifications.  Supporting wall structures shall consist of double studding or framing of equivalent strength.  
Frames shall be installed to eliminate tolerances inside the rough opening. 
 
 Door jambs. 
 
  A. Door jambs shall be installed with solid backing in a manner so no void exists between the 
strike side of the jamb and the frame opening for a vertical distance of twelve inches (12") each side of the 
strike.  Filler material shall consist of a solid wood block. 
 
  B. Door stops on wooden jambs for in-swinging doors shall be of one-piece construction.  Jambs 
for all doors shall be constructed or protected so as to prevent violation of the strike. 
 
 Door hardware.  Exterior door hardware shall comply with the following code sections. 
 
 Hinges.  Hinges for exterior swinging doors shall comply with the following: 
 
  A. At least two (2) screws, three inches (3") in length, penetrating at least one inch (1") into wall 
structure shall be used.  Solid wood fillers or shims shall be used to eliminate any space between the wall 
structure and door frame behind each hinge. 
 
  B. Hinges for out-swinging doors shall be equipped with mechanical interlock to preclude the 
removal of the door from the exterior. 
 
  Locks.  Exterior doors shall be provided with a locking device complying with one of the following: 
 
 Single Cylinder Deadbolt shall have a minimum projection of one inch (1").  The deadbolt shall penetrate 
at least three-fourths inch (3/4") into the strike receiving the projected bolt.  The cylinder shall have a twist-
resistant, tapered hardened steel cylinder guard.   Bolt assembly (bolt housing) unit shall be of single piece 
construction.   
 
 Entry vision and glazing.  All main or front entry doors to dwelling units shall be arranged so that the 
occupant has a view of the area immediately outside the door without opening the door.  The view may be 
provided by a door viewer having a field of view of not less than 180 degrees through windows or through 
view ports. 
 
 Side lighted entry doors.  Side light door units shall have framing of double stud construction or 
equivalent construction complying with applicable requirements.  The doorframe that separates the door 
opening from the side light, whether on the latch side or the hinge side, shall be double stud construction 
or equivalent construction complying with applicable requirements: Double stud construction or construction 
of equivalent strength shall exist between the glazing unit of the side light and wall structure of the dwelling. 
 
 Street numbers.  Street numbers shall comply with Section R321. 
    Premises Identification. 
 

 Building numbers required.  All buildings fronting on streets shall be numbered and the number 
installed on the building in conformity with the following provisions. 
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  Numbers displayed.  On all 1- and 2-family dwellings, the numbers shall be displayed over the 
garage door when fronting the designated street.  When impractical, the Fire Department will 
recommend another approved location. 
 
  Size of numbers.  All building numbers shall be of suitable weather-resistant material at least 
three inches (3”) in height or larger if determined by the Fire Department so as to be legible from the 
street even in darkness and must be of contrasting color. 
 
 

  Number illuminated.  All 1- and 2-family dwellings shall have the ability to illuminate the address 
numbers during the hours of darkness from a power source connected to the house electrical system or 
other approved source of illumination. 

 
 Numbers displayed during construction.  Prior to beginning construction of any building for 
which a number is required, such number shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the front of the lot 
and so maintained during construction. 

 
 
   Alternate materials and methods of construction.    The provisions of this Section are not intended 
to prevent the use of any material or method of construction not specifically prescribed by this Section, 
provided any such alternate has been approved by the enforcing authority, nor is it the intention of this 
Section to exclude any sound method of structural design or analysis not specifically provided for in this 
Section.  The materials, methods of construction, and structural design limitations provided for in this 
Section shall be used, unless the enforcing authority grants an exception. 
 
 The enforcing authority is authorized to approve any such alternate provided they find the proposed 
design, materials, and methods of work to be at least equivalent to those prescribed in this Section in 
quality, strength, effectiveness, burglary resistance, durability, and safety.  
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